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Basics: 
 

Children are born bad not good 

“Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The 

rod of correction will drive it far from him”. (Prov 22:15) 

 

The criminal / sociopath mindset  

1. What I want, I deserve to have (Entitlement) 

2. Because I am entitled to what I want, the ends 

justify the means (Pragmatism) 

3. The rules do not apply to me; therefore, no one 

has the right to deny me or stand in my way 

(Narcissism) 

 

This becomes evident at 18 mths to 2 yrs 

 



Basics 2 
 

• Behavior modelling does not work 

• Children are not animals 

• They have a free will 

• Do it God’s way 

• Raise adults and not children 

• Prepare them for life 

• Develop character 

• Be the parent 

 

 



Self-Esteem 
 

• Worship of self 

• High self-esteem equals 

• Low self-control 

• Inability to handle defeat and problems 

• Lashing out at others for your problems 

• Hard-core criminals as a group rate the 

highest in self-esteem 

• Low self-esteem is equally bad 

• Respect 

 



Three “Rs” 
 

• Respect 

• Responsibility 

• Resourcefulness 

 



Respect 
 

• Others 

• Authority 

• Self 

• Evidenced in 

• Manners 

• Good behavior 

• Followers & team players 

• Social skills vs Electronics 

 

 



Responsibility 
 

• Being part of a team 

• Making a contribution vs. 

something for nothing 

• Consumption without contribution = 

entitlement 

• Taught in chores 

• Responsibility for own actions 

• Fight own battles 

 

 



Resourcefulness 
 

• Helicopter parents 

• Money fixes everything 

• Hang in and tough it out 

• Try and try again 

• Figure it out 

 

 



Confusion 
 

• 139,721 books on parenting on Amazon 

• @ 1” thick this is more than 2 miles of books 

• Everyone has their own idea on parenting 

• Overemphasis on the uniqueness of each 

child 

• Parents are divided, confused and anxious  

• And so are the kids 

• God is not the author of confusion 

• God’s way is simple and applies to all 



Modern Methods 
 

• Treating children as adults 

• Finding the psychological “reason” behind 

bad behavior 

• Children’s feelings become the norm and the 

center 

• Child’s feelings vs. behavior 

• Transfers the responsibility for bad behavior 

elsewhere (probably on parents) 

• Talking the child into proper behavior 

• Discipline without hurting his feelings 



Results of Modern Methods 
 

1. The child is no longer responsible for his actions 

2. The child is transformed from someone who is 

misbehaving to a victim of circumstances, 

beyond his control 

3. The child's behavior is justified by the 

circumstances in question 

4. The parent’s ability to discipline is paralyzed 

5. Because they cannot bring themselves to punish 

the child, the parents become unwitting 

accomplices in, and enablers of, the child's 

antisocial behavior 

 

 



 

 



Parenting as one flesh 
 

• Because of the “feelings” emphasis and 

because fathers are absent  

• Mothers become the parent 

• Fathers are simply the “parent’s aide” 

• Often fathers are treated as one of the 

children 

• Often fathers act as one of the children 

 

 



Parenting as one flesh 
 

• Parenting begins with the relationship 

between husband and wife 

• How much time do you spend with your 

spouse vs. parenting? 

• Family must be marriage-centered , not child-

centered 

• Children become the “glue” that holds the 

marriage together 

 

 

 



Consequences of divided parents  
 

• Child lacks understanding of what a true 

marriage is all about 

• Child develops a sense of entitlement 

• Child does not receive adequate discipline 

• At the normal time of emancipation, child cannot 

leave – codependency 

 

Parents must parent as one  



Develop Character 
 

“And these words which I command you today 

shall be in your heart. “You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 

when you sit in your house, when you walk by the 

way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.” 

(Deuteronomy 6:6-7)  



Develop Character – 

Shaping the Child’s Thinking 
• Discipline child’s thoughts 

• By example 

• According to God’s commands 

• Behavior flows from thoughts 

• Teach values 

 



Develop Character – 

Shaping the Child’s Expression 
• Correcting their speech 

• Children cannot think and say what they wish 

• Children don’t contradict parents and know better 

• Don’t argue, simply assert what is right 

 



Develop Character – 

Shaping the Child’s Feelings 
• Discipline child’s emotional expression 

• By example 

• Child should not be allowed to express emotions 

inappropriately 

• Tantrums, sulking, petulance 

• Crying when not appropriate 

• Laughing when not appropriate 



Develop Character – 

Dealing with Tantrums 1 
• Tantrums are expressions of "The Almighty I Am" 

— the belief, shared by every child, that he/she is 

the only fish in the pond of any significance and 

that everyone else — parents especially — exists 

solely to serve them. When your service is not 

pleasing, when your obedience is not immediate, 

The Almighty I Am begins to rage. 

• It is a battle of the wills and it is for keeps 



Develop Character – 

Dealing with Tantrums 2 
• Ignoring them does not work 

• Send them to their room or bathroom until 

they stop and come out repentant 

• Third strike – you’re in 

• If outside the home immediately take them 

home or to some other neutral zone 

• Don’t show emotion – it signals they scored 

• Anything less than 100% consistency is a 

waste of time 

• Most habits take 3 weeks to make or break 

 

 



Develop Character – 

Parents must be #1 influence 
• Not peers, teachers, coaches, television, music, 

internet, social media 

• Time vs. quality time 

• Time in front of TV or at a theme park is NOT 

family time. 

 



Develop Character – 

Parents must be #1 influence 
1. Make a list of influences in child’s life:  peers, 

teachers, coaches, television, music, internet, 

social media. 

2. Rank those influences by time spent 

3. If you and the family are not #1 make another 

list of steps you need to take to be on the top of 

the list. 

4. Next to each item in 3. note the exact date you 

promise to implement the action. 



Parenting Towards the Goal 
 

• Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he 

should go, And when he is old he will not depart 

from it.  

• What do you want him to be like at 30? 

• Is you’re aim a selfish, materialistic, narcissistic, 

manipulative atheist? 

• Or is it a honest, reliable, charitable, responsible, 

compassionate, family man who loves the Lord? 

• What you sow is what you will reap. 

 



Parenting Seasons 
 

Season   Age   Parenting Goal 

1. Service    1-2   Secure Child 

2. Leadership & authority 3-13   Self-governing 

3. Mentoring   13-18.5  Emancipated 

4. Friendship   Emancipation Adult relationship 

 



The Bible on Discipline - 1 
 

Discipline and love are two sides 

of the same coin 



The Bible on Discipline - 2 
 

Punishment is never pleasant but produces 

great benefit for the person punished 



The Bible on Discipline - 3 
 

Punishment is essential 

to proper discipline 



The Bible on Discipline - 4 
 

Proper discipline validates the child 



The Bible on Discipline - 5 
 

Obedient children are a 

blessing to the parents 



The Bible on Discipline - 6 
 

Children are to obey their parents 



The Bible on Discipline - 7 
 

Obedience brings blessings 

to the children 



The Bible on Discipline - 8 
 

The most obedient children are also the 

happiest, most self-respecting children 



The Bible on Discipline - 9 
 

A lack of discipline contributes 

to eternal death 



The Bible on Discipline - 10 
 

Discipline is the way 

to life eternal 



Discipline and Leadership 
 

Discipline means to make a disciple 

Leaders exercise discipline and have disciples 

Parents are to be leaders in their homes 

1Tim 3:4-5 



Discipline and Leadership 

̄



Effective Leaders 
 

•

•

•

•

•
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Good Leaders: 

•

•
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•

•

•



Discipline and Leadership 
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•
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The Rod 
 



The Rod of Discipline  
 



The Rod of Discipline  
 



The Rod of Discipline  
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Arguments Against Spanking 
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Facts About Spanking 
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Spanking – the Practical 
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Spanking – the Practical 
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Commanding Communication 
 



Commanding Communication 
 



Commanding Communication 
 



Commanding Communication 

The Argumentative Child 

 



Commanding Communication 

The Argumentative Child 

 



Commanding Communication 

The Argumentative Child 

 



Commanding Communication 

How to say No – 4 steps 



Commanding Communication 

How to say No – 4 steps 



Commanding Communication 
 



Commanding Communication 
Because I said so 
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Commanding Communication 
Because I said so 
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Commanding Communication 
Because I said so 
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Commanding Communication 
Because I said so 
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Commanding Communication 
Because I said so 
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Commanding Communication 
Start Telling 
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Commanding Communication 
Start Telling 
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Commanding Communication 
 



Compelling Consequences 
 

 



Compelling Consequences 
 



Compelling Consequences 
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Compelling Consequences 
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Compelling Consequences 
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Compelling Consequences 
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Consistency  
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Creative Consequences  
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Creative Consequences  
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Children and Money 
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Allowances 
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Allowances 
 

•

•

•

•



Allowances 
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